
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

���� THE SPIRIT’S WORK IN SALVATION 

 

1. Review: In your own words: 

a. What are Christ’s “estate of humiliation” and His “estate of exaltation”?  

b. What three offices/functions did H

salvation?  Can you simply explain how He carries out each of these functions?

c. Discuss table below: 

 

THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION

WSCQ: When it happens: 
 

Q.20 
Salvation ordained 

before history 

 

Q.21-28 
Salvation accomplished 

in history 
 

Q.29-38 
Salvation applied 

in your history 

 

 

Question 29:  How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?

the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us

 

1. “How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ”

a. How might this question 

i. A Universalist?  

ii. An Arminian?  

iii. What barrier do both positions fail to take into account?  

 

b. What do the following verses say to this question?

i. Jn.1:1-13 

ii. Titus 3:5-6 

iii. Ezek.36:25-27 

 

Question 30:  How doth the Spirit apply to us the redempti

the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us,

calling.(2)     
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Christ’s “estate of humiliation” and His “estate of exaltation”?  

at three offices/functions did He have to perform in both conditions to accomplish 

Can you simply explain how He carries out each of these functions?

THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION 

 Who does it: How we define it:
 

God the Father elects 

 

Covenant of Redemption / 

Plan of Salvation

(Pactum Salutis

 God the Son redeems the elect in 

offices of Prophet, Priest & King 

Story of Salvation

(Historia Salutis

God the Holy Spirit effectually applies 

Christ’s redeeming work to the elect 

during their earthly life 

Order of Salvation

(Ordo Salutis

How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ? A. We are made partakers of 

the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us(1) by his Holy Spirit.(2) 

(1) John 1:11

“How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ” 

How might this question be answered by: 

A Universalist?   

An Arminian?   

What barrier do both positions fail to take into account?   

What do the following verses say to this question? 

 

How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? A. The Spirit applieth to us 

the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us,(1) and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual 

                  (1) Eph. 1:13,14; John 6:37,39; Eph. 2:8 

Christ’s “estate of humiliation” and His “estate of exaltation”?   

tions to accomplish 

Can you simply explain how He carries out each of these functions? 

How we define it: 

Covenant of Redemption / 

Plan of Salvation  

Pactum Salutis) 

Story of Salvation 

Historia Salutis) 

Order of Salvation 

Ordo Salutis) 

 

A. We are made partakers of 

John 1:11-13 (2) Tit. 3:5-6 

A. The Spirit applieth to us 

and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual 

Eph. 1:13,14; John 6:37,39; Eph. 2:8 (2) Eph. 3:17; 1 Cor. 1:9   



1. “By working faith in us” 

a. What does the catechism affirm about 

b. What is true saving faith?  

c. Read Eph.2:5, 8-9.  Where does true saving faith come from?  

 

2. “Uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling”

a. What, according to Rom.6:5

by Christ”?   

b. How does our “union with Christ” parallel our union with Adam?  (See 

 

Question 31:  What is effectual calling?

of our sin and misery,(2) enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ,

persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel
(1) 2 Tim 1:9; 2 Thess. 2:13,14 

 

1. “Effectual Calling” 

a. Is there a “calling” that goes out to unbelievers that is “ineffectual”?  

b. What light do Acts 13:44

 

2. “Convincing us of our sin and misery”

a. What is the difference between 

 

3. “Enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ”

a. Read Acts 16:13-14.  How 

 

4. “Renewing our wills, He doth persuade and enable us to embrace Christ”

a. Does God force people to believe in Jesus?  

b. Is it possible that someone could 

“not elect”?  See John 6:37

c. Is it possible for someone to have their “wills renewed” by the Spirit and yet 

not to embrace Christ?  See John 6:37, 44

 

5. “Freely offered to us in the Gospel”

a. What objections are raised to the idea of a

b. What answers might you offer in its defense?  
 

 

“Regeneration is required, because by it the creature is planted into Christ; regeneration cutteth the man off from his own s

and grafteth him into the Lord Jesus … Regeneration is, as it were, the minister which marrieth Christ and the soul together;

therein the soul giveth itself unfeignedly to Christ, and Christ giveth himself really to the soul, and thereby the sins and 

of the soul, the wife’s, become the husband’s; and the riches, and righteousness, the home and heaven of Christ, 

the husband’s become the wife’s” (George Swinnock)

What does the catechism affirm about your involvement in becoming a Christian? 

true saving faith?   

9.  Where does true saving faith come from?   

ctual calling” 

What, according to Rom.6:5-6, connects the Christian with “the redemption purchased 

How does our “union with Christ” parallel our union with Adam?  (See 

What is effectual calling? A. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit,(1) whereby, convincing us 

enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ,(3) and renewing our wills,

persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.(5)  
2 Tim 1:9; 2 Thess. 2:13,14 (2) Acts 2:37 (3) Acts 26:18 (4) Ezek. 36:26,27 (5) 

e a “calling” that goes out to unbelievers that is “ineffectual”?   

What light do Acts 13:44-45, 48 and 1Cor.3:6-7 shed on the subject?  

“Convincing us of our sin and misery” 

What is the difference between remorse for sin and true “Gospel repentance”?  

“Enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ” 

14.  How might you explain Lydia’s conversion theologically

“Renewing our wills, He doth persuade and enable us to embrace Christ” 

people to believe in Jesus?   

Is it possible that someone could want to “embrace Christ” but be turned away

“not elect”?  See John 6:37   

Is it possible for someone to have their “wills renewed” by the Spirit and yet 

to embrace Christ?  See John 6:37, 44-45 

“Freely offered to us in the Gospel” 

What objections are raised to the idea of a “free offer of the Gospel”? 

What answers might you offer in its defense?   

“Regeneration is required, because by it the creature is planted into Christ; regeneration cutteth the man off from his own s

and grafteth him into the Lord Jesus … Regeneration is, as it were, the minister which marrieth Christ and the soul together;

therein the soul giveth itself unfeignedly to Christ, and Christ giveth himself really to the soul, and thereby the sins and 

of the soul, the wife’s, become the husband’s; and the riches, and righteousness, the home and heaven of Christ, 

husband’s become the wife’s” (George Swinnock) 

involvement in becoming a Christian?  

6, connects the Christian with “the redemption purchased 

How does our “union with Christ” parallel our union with Adam?  (See 1Cor.15:22).   

whereby, convincing us 

and renewing our wills,(4) he doth 

 John 6:44,45; Phil. 2:13   

”?   

theologically?  

to “embrace Christ” but be turned away because 

Is it possible for someone to have their “wills renewed” by the Spirit and yet still chose 

“Regeneration is required, because by it the creature is planted into Christ; regeneration cutteth the man off from his own stock 

and grafteth him into the Lord Jesus … Regeneration is, as it were, the minister which marrieth Christ and the soul together; 

therein the soul giveth itself unfeignedly to Christ, and Christ giveth himself really to the soul, and thereby the sins and weaknesses 

of the soul, the wife’s, become the husband’s; and the riches, and righteousness, the home and heaven of Christ,  


